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DATES TO 

REMEMBER:  2020  

 TERM ONE 

 

Monday 9th March 

Public Holiday (no school) 

Tuesday 10th March 

Colouring in competition starts 

Tuesday 17th March 

Year 3 Camp Information 6.30-7.30pm 

Young Leaders Day 

Wednesday 18th March  

Years 3-6 Cross Country 

Friday 20th March 

PREP ONLY PUPIL FREE DAY 

Bunnings BBQ  Mernda Bunnings 

Monday 23rdMarch—Friday 27th March 

Cultural Week 

Tuesday 24th March 

Year 2 Inquiry 

 Thursday 26th March 

Colouring in Competition closes 

Friday 27th March 

Last day of Term 1 

 

 

 

TERM TWO 

Tuesday 14th April  

First Day of Term 2 

Thursday 23rd April 

LPS Cross Country 

Tuesday 28th April 

Prep Information Night 7-8pm 

Wednesday 6th May 

Mothers Day Stall 

Our First 6 weeks of 2020 at LPS 

 

It’s fair to say that the commencement of 2020 has been as positive as it can be for 
our 1010 students considering the evolving developments of Corona Virus and the 
media headlines that it brings. We will continue to bring you the latest                      
recommendations from the Health Department, Education Department and the       
Government. Rest assured that as a large school we have not had any diagnosed          
cases within our community. Constant vigilance around travel plans should be              
considered and in the event that you do travel to any highly affected countries over 
the upcoming break, communication with our school would be favourable.  

Our students are to be commended on the strong focus they have displayed             
throughout the first 6 weeks, where they have set a strong platform for learning.   
Coming out of the bushfire season into unprecedented rain and wet and hot day 
timetables for our students, they have spent many hours inside rather than out. We 
are all very proud of their efforts to this point. 

Our 140 plus Preps have simply been superb and it is a joy to walk through all 8         
classrooms to witness a high level of engagement and a deep love of learning.          
Congratulations to our parents and teachers for all your hard work and preparedness. 

We strongly encourage you to reinforce with your children and have discussions 
around our 3 school rules of; 

 RESPECT our school 

 Do Your BEST 

 Help Others Succeed 

As a family, it would be wonderful to have a positive conversation with your children 
around what success for them looks like in 2020 and through the remaining 3 weeks 
of the term. Please also ask them to articulate their goals for learning in terms of   
academic, sporting or social success. 

 
 
 
 

Curriculum Day for PREPS 
  
On Friday 20th March, our Prep students will have a Curriculum Day to allow for          
further training for our Prep Team on the new Investigative Learning Model that has 
delivered such great success for our students. Prep students will not attend school on 
this day. To assist families with care for the day, we will run a vacation care service 
from 7am -6.30pm at a 50% reduction on our normal rates. Please see Emma and our 
OSHC team if you require a booking for your child on this day. 
 



Principal’s Report 
Respecting our Schools, Education and the Professional Staff in our Workplace 

Around the same time each year, I like to communicate to the community around our expectations of parent         
conduct in schools and the challenges we face as educators. You would most probably be aware of the recent          
publicity around lack of respect for Police, Ambulance and Fire services and indeed the challenges for Education, 
our schools, Principals and their staff. Far too often there are strong media cases presented around these issues 
which involve people making unnecessary infiltrations without considering going through the correct process. 
There seems to be an increase in the number of occasions where our communities demonstrate a high level of 
disrespect to people within education, their schools and the teaching professionals that work within our schools. 
People need to be made aware that our school is a workplace and home to 125 plus employees (including our 
cleaning contractors after hours) and that all people need to be treated with a level of respect and dignity whilst at 
work. Our staff work tirelessly to ensure the students are safe when they attend school and we would love for this 
to be reciprocated. 

Appropriate modes of face-to-face communication on a regular basis appear to be diminishing as people resort 
more and more to social media to express concerns. At Laurimar Primary School, we believe our amazing                    
community is better than this and we ask that if there is an issue that needs to be discussed or addressed                   
regarding our students, please refer to the appropriate channels of communication to work effectively to reach a 
solution that best supports your child and their learning needs. Evidently, the ratio of issues regarding academics 
or learning for students vs social issues is highly weighted in favour of the social demands. We have wonderful            
success in finding solutions when given the opportunity to work through with our brilliant families in a face to face 
conversation that involves a detailed plan around our students. 

As a family, we would love for you to reflect on how we can be more effective in this space and feel free to discuss 
with your teachers or members of school leadership on ways of how we can all take our levels of respect to a 
much higher state. 

There is certainly a need for us all to take stock and treat people the way that we would like to be treated with 
care, concern and compassion. Many thanks in advance for your consideration. 

 

Emergency Evacuations 

As part of our OHS practices, we will be running a number of exercises as part of our emergency evacuation plan/ 
fire drill preparation as per our training and procedures. This will be the first of many for our staff and students 
and any visitors on the school grounds. Throughout the year, we will conduct fire drill evacuations, lockdown          
procedures and off site evacuations.. Please discuss with your child the importance of these drills and remind 
them to remain calm in any drill event and listen to the instruction of their teacher. Safety of all at Laurimar             
Primary School is our priority and we will always work hard to maintain this culture. 

 

Police Visit Grade 1 and Prep 

Students from Grade 1 and Prep were greeted today with a visit from our good friends the Police. The students 
were very excited to listen and ask questions .  We are very grateful for their time.  
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 Principal’s Report 
Supporting your child’s Learning in the Home at LPS: Tips for building Literacy Skills 

Being proactive and a strong role model to support your child’s learning development is vital through the early 
years of schooling (Prep-6). Listening to your child read, reading to your child or listening and watching others read 
are all powerful ways to build capacity with literacy skills. One way to enhance your child’s speaking and listening 
skills and to expand memory and imagination is through storytelling. Either you can tell the story, or encourage 
your child to tell the story. 

Storytelling might be about; 

 Your child’s favourite toy, holiday or sport 

 Another member of the family 

 Favourite pet or animal 

 Favourite fictional character from a book or TV program 

 A famous person/ sports person 

 The work of people from different professions such as astronauts, scientists( STEM), firefighters, nurses,  
Police or teachers 

 An imaginary world with imaginary characters 

 An imaginary animal that can speak or come to life 

 

When storytelling, make it exciting, with different voices, puppets or finger play. 

Have a dress up box for your child to use for storytelling and imaginative play. 

Start with what interests you and by creating the characters and setting. 

Good luck and enjoy the magical journey of watching your child learn with your guidance and positive role            
modelling. 

 

Mobile Phones 

A reminder to any parents whose child is required to bring a mobile phone to school for any reason that the State 
Government of Victoria have brought in new procedures for phones in schools. ALL phones are required to be 
signed into our secure facility in the morning and signed out in the afternoon. Your cooperation in this urgent 
matter is much appreciated. 

 

 

2020 School Council Elections 
 
Many thanks to the candidates who have nominated for our 2020/21 School Council. As the number of              
nominations outweighed the number of vacancies, our community was required to have an election. I appreciate 
the candidates taking the time to express interest and complete a short biography of their talents and strong drive 
to become a valued and successful council member.  This is such a rewarding and fulfilling role knowing that         
volunteering your precious time helps to shape the future direction and planning of our school, as we all strive to 
stretch and challenge our students to improve their learning outcomes. Please ensure you get your ballot paper 
into the office either in person direct or via post by close of business 4pm next Tuesday 10th March.  
All successful school council members will be notified to the community on Monday 16th March. Our school            
council AGM will then be conducted on Wednesday 25th March. 
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2021 Prep Enrolments 

 A reminder to our school and wider community that 2021 Prep Tours and        
Enrolments are now open. We have already taken some new Prep Superstar 
enrolments for next year to join our new Prep Investigative Learning Model. 
Please arrange a tour to come in and see the new model at work and the 
high level of engagement for our students. We look forward to seeing many 
future Preps at our upcoming Prep Familiarisation sessions commencing in 
May.  
Please go online to book a tour or speak to Sue in our office on  9717 7100 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Photo Day 

On Wednesday, it was splendid to see so many fresh, happy, smiley faces combined with the new haircuts and 
bright uniform for our whole school Photo Day. Our new Prep students did a fine job shaping up for their first        
official school photo both individually and as a grade for the class of 2020. Conversely, always a sad moment after 
7 years with our grade 6 cohort having their final Primary School Days Photo which they will receive at the              
Graduation Ceremony.  I was very proud of the way our entire staff looked at 7.45am for our traditional whole 
staff photo and how clean and polished our students looked.  Many thanks to our parents who so aptly prepared 
their children for the day. 

Let us all aim for a strong finish to a successful first term of the 2020 school year, where we all work hard together 
to maintain our focus, high levels of respect, positively engage and communicate, maintain composure and reach 
our goals with student learning and behaviour. I look forward to seeing you all around our school adding value to 
our students. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

Jason McBean 



Assistant Principal’s Report 
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Curriculum @LPS 

Our Online Resources 

 

At Laurimar Primary School we subscribe to a variety of amazing online programs that can be used at home to         
support our students with their learning. We use Mathletics, Reading Eggs and Reading Eggspress, World Book 
Online, Sound Waves Online and Epic. Accessing these programs at home is easy using the passwords your child 
has been provided, by the their teacher. For Years 3 to 6 these should be in their school diary. This is a great way to 
support and extend your child with their learning and strengthen the home school partnership.   Below is a sum-
mary of each program to give you an idea of what the program includes and the types of activities you could work 
on with your child at home. 

 

MATHLETICS 

Mathletics as the name suggests is an online learning resource to support maths learning from Kindergarten in to 
Secondary School. It includes a full set of curriculum-aligned activities covering all topics and themes of maths         
covered throughout primary school and beyond. All activities are automatically marked, with learners                       
receiving clear feedback on their progress. Mathletics Live provides learners with the opportunity to test their skills 
in a live online maths game, competing against others from right across the world! The Curriculum content is          
supported by interactive tutorials to both support students who need further explanation or practice of a concept 
or skill and it also explains concepts and skills not yet taught to those who would like to extend their learning. 

READING EGGS AND EGGSPRESS 

ABC Reading Eggs and Reading Eggspress are designed to build children’s skills in reading, comprehension, spelling, 
vocabulary, handwriting and grammar. The programs include activities for children from pre reading level to 13 
years of age. Reading Eggs caters for Kindergarten to Year two and Reading Eggspress caters for Year 3 on. The 
online reading programs use simple navigation to allow direct access to all learning areas, and are computer, iPad 
and tablet friendly. Children can read books, complete activities and lessons, based on the books, compete against 
other students and earn rewards to improve their skills. 

 

WORLD BOOK ONLINE 

World Book Online is a fantastic resource. It has a variety of different sections that the students can use to support 
their learning. World Book covers a vast number of subject areas and the text is at a level that students from as 
young as 7 years old can understand and read independently. It provides us with a strong reliable information 
source and it is a fun way to introduce computer research skills to students.  

When you log on you can access Early World of Learning, Kids, Student, Timelines and eBooks by clicking on the 
tabs. In each of these sections there are a variety of resources such as books, news articles, activities, games and 
videos that the students can access to find out about the world around them. 
 

SOUND WAVES ONLINE 

Sound Waves Spelling has an online component which supports the phonemes that we investigate across the 
school each week. There are many activities that you and your child can do together or that your child can do            
independently to further consolidate their spelling learning. Some of these activities are Sound boxes, chants and 
action clips, interactive games and words to learn that relate to the phoneme. See below for the Sound Waves   
phonemes we will be focusing on over the next two weeks.  
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EPIC 

Epic is another reading resource that students can access to enjoy, consolidate and improve their reading. It is a 
digital library for children 12 and under. This website has approximately 35,000 texts, audio books, quizzes, and 
learning videos. The items are categorized into topics so it is easy to navigate to find what you are looking for. 
Texts are levelled into age categories which make it easy to meet the needs of each child. At school this is a free 
resource however at home you need to create an account which incurs a cost of approximately $8 a month.  

 

We look forward to hearing about the activities children are engaging in at home with these fantastic resources. 

 

SPELLING @LPS 

 

Our spelling focuses for the next two weeks are: 

 

 

 

 

 

PREP SOUND WAVES FOCUS 

 

Find below our Sound Waves foci for the next two weeks for each year level. As already mentioned there are great 
activities that you can do at home to support your child in developing the vital understandings they are learning in 
their classroom. Some of these are finding objects that begin with these phonemes, segmenting words with the 
phonemes into the individual sounds that make the word and completing the related activities on the Sound 
Waves online site. Your child has the password needed for this. 

 

Prep Sound Waves focus for the next two weeks:  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

   

WEEK BEGINNING TUESDAY MARCH 10 WEEK BEGINNING MONDAY MARCH 16 

Monday Mm Monday Aa 

Tuesday   Tuesday   

Wednesday Nn Wednesday Ee 

Thursday   Thursday   

Friday   Friday   
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YEAR 1 TO 4 SOUND WAVES FOCUS 

Over the next two weeks students in years 1 to 4 will be investigating: 

 

Week beginning March 10   Week beginning March 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 5 and 6 SOUND WAVES FOCUS 

Over the next two weeks students in years 5 and 6 will be investigating: 

 

Week beginning March 10                     Week beginning March 16 

 

 

     
    

 

 

 

     
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deb Purser 

Assistant Principal 

 

Double Letter Rules e.g. 

Double the final consonant in 
words with one syllable, one short 

vowel and end in f, l, s, z. 

e.g. 

toss, bell, stuff and buzz 

 



First Aid 
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Medications 

Please ensure you complete medication authority form if your child requires medications at school. This form 

can now be found on the school website. Please ensure a parent or guardian delivers the medication to First Aid 

and it is in its original packaging. 

Spare Clothes 

Please put a spare change of clothes in your child’s bag in case they are required. 

Ventolin and Spacers 

If you child is an asthmatic, please provide a spare Ventolin and spacer to be stored in first aid. 

Viral Gastroenteritis 

Viral gastroenteritis (gastro) is the one of the most common cause of vomiting and diarrhoea in young children. 

It is often a short-term illness, triggered by infection and inflammation of the digestive system, resulting in    

vomiting, diarrhoea and abdominal cramping. 

How is viral gastro spread?  

*Person to person – either directly or indirectly 

This may be by direct contact with the infected person or by touching contaminated surfaces or by coming into 

contact with airborne droplets. 

*Eating contaminated food or drinking contaminated fluids 

Infected people may continue to have the virus in their faeces and pass it onto others several days after         

symptoms have stopped. The Department of Health strongly suggests that people who have had gastro do not 

attend school until 48 hours after symptoms have stopped. 

How can I avoid the spread of viral gastro? 

The simplest way to avoid spreading gastro is basic hand hygiene. This includes: 

Washing your hands thoroughly with soap and warm water for at least 15 seconds before eating and after going 

to the toilet. 

 

Information sourced from the Department of 

Health, Victoria 

Further information can be obtained from 

www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au or phoning 1300 651 

160 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au
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Cultural Diversity Week 
 
 

 

 

23rd – 27th March 2020 

 

Laurimar Primary School Cultural Diversity Week is coming around again! This exciting event will be held in the 
last of Term 1 23rd to 27th of March 2020. Cultural Week is an important event in the school’s calendar. It is a 
time for us all to come together to celebrate the cultural diversity here at LPS and to help our students learn 
about our world. Our students are global citizens in an increasingly interconnected and multicultural world, and 
LPS Cultural Week supports this. This week  day also complements our Chinese Language Program.  

 
Cultural Week will again accompany planning week where students in their year level will have a full day of    

cultural themed educational activities, cultural performances, interactive workshops and lessons. The day aligns 
with the Victorian Curriculum, promoting Intercultural Capability and Asian Literacy. We cannot wait to see our 

students participate in this special week! 
 

 

Important information for parents regarding Cultural Diversity Week:  
 

 Students will wear full school uniform. Please NO dress-ups or costumes.  
 
 There will be Cultural performances and workshops throughout the week. Parents are welcome to join us 

at the assembly for the morning and/or afternoon performances. Please see the table below 
 
 Performance schedule  
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Dear Laurimar Primary School Community,  

This year the school is holding its annual Easter Hamper Raffle, with the winners being drawn on Friday 27th March, at our 

final Term 1 Assembly, at 1.30pm.   All Parents and Families are invited to attend.  

Each class will have its own hamper to be won.  

Each child is asked if they could kindly donate one item for their grade’s hamper. Examples – Small Easter toys, books, 

Easter eggs, etc.  

Each child has been given this sheet containing 12 raffle tickets. With every ten $1 tickets sold you will receive two free tick-

ets.  The child’s name must be placed on ALL purchased tickets.  

Also we are having a whole school raffle with the prize being a GASMATE adventurer Deluxe 1 BBQ (valued at $249.00). 

Tickets are $1 - Max one ticket per child. These will be sold separately to the class hampers * 

 

*PLEASE NOTE THAT THE WINNING STUDENTS MUST BE AT THE ASSEMBLY TO COLLECT THE PRIZE AS IT CANNOT BE 

HELD OVER THE HOLIDAYS.  

 

All money raised will be going to our large project of the centre landscape and garden area near the snake sandpit.  

Please return the sheet as a whole (regardless of how many tickets you purchase) with the required money.  

Please return your sheet and money by Tuesday 24th March to your classroom teacher 

PLEASE DO NOT CUT THE RAFFLE TICKETS OUT 

 

 

 

Please Note – Strictly No Chocolate or food to be placed on any hats 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Get creative and craft a wild and 

crazy Easter hat to parade at our 

final Term 1 Assembly 

Easter Hamper Raffle 



Division Swimming 2020 
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Congratulations to our wonderful students that represented Laurimar Primary School in the Division Swimming 

Carnival this week.   

 

 
 



Ride to School 
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Ride to School Day – Thursday 12th of March 

 

Join us on Thursday the 12th of March for our Ride to School Day. Students are encouraged to scoot, skate, ride 
and walk with a parent or guardian safely to school along our dedicated routes.  

Join our teachers at the starting points below throughout the Laurimar Community on Thursday at 8.20am for 
an 8:30am departure. We will celebrate Ride to School Day with a short assembly at 9:00am.  
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SAVE TIME with our ONLINE CANTEEN! 
 

Our Canteen is ONLINE 

 Place orders 

 Your online (or cash at canteen or office) 

 Online account statements 

 Order at a time convenient to you up to 4 weeks in advance  

 

How do I set up an online account?                 

 

It’s quick & easy! 

 

 go to www.munchmonitor.com 

 Enter Username: laurimarps and Password: 

munch3754 

 Click Sign UP 

 

Follow the 4 easy steps to create your account  

 

  Create a Parent Profile 

 

 Add your students to your Account  

 

 Click on Account Top– Up to transfer money into your account.  

  You’ll be directed to ANZ’s secure   eGate website 

 

You’re ready to use your online account! 

 

What does it cost? 

Munch Monitor costs just $3.65 (that’s less that a cup of coffee) per Parent Account per Term.  

Munch Monitor is active now! 

Need more information ? Send an email to help@munchmonitor.com 



From the Office 
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Student Accident Insurance, Ambulance Cover Arrangements and Private Property 

brought to school.  
 

Parents are reminded that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover 

for students. Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance/ambulance cover, 

are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of ambulance                

attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immunisation Certificates 

All students are required by law to provide a copy of their certificate on enrolment. Even if your child is not         
immunised, you must still provide an immunisation status certificate. If you have previously received a letter        
requesting an immunisation certificate be provided to school, can you please follow this up promptly. 

 

 

 

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

Parents are reminded that the school does not provide personal accident 

insurance for students.  Parents/guardians are responsible for paying the 

cost of medical treatment for injured students, including any transport 

costs.  Reasonably low cost accident insurance policies are available 

from commercial insurers should you require one. 
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From the Office 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS - CSEF PAYMENTS  

  

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student misses out on the opportunity to join 

their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State 

and the Government's commitment to breaking the link between a student's background and their achieve-

ments.  CSEF will be provided to eligible families to cover part of the costs of school trips, camps and   sporting  

activities.  

  

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for 

CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid 

to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of 

your child.  The annual CSEF amount per student is:  

 

 $125 for primary school students  

  

How to Apply  

Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the CSEF website 

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Change of Information 

 If over the holiday period you have changed your address, telephone/mobile number or place of work   details, 

could you please inform our office staff as soon as possible as we need to have Current information for emer-

gency purposes. If your child attends before or after school care, ensure you let the OSHC Team know of any 

changes as well. Your assistance with this would be greatly appreciated. 

 

  

Lost Clothing and Property 

 Is your child/children's clothing labelled? Please check all clothing, hats, lunchboxes, etc. to make sure your 

child's name is clearly visible. If items are clearly labelled items can be returned to the correct owner. We           

appreciate the efforts in purchasing your child’s uniform and the associated cost so it is imperative to be        

clearly labelled. 



Student of the Week 21st Feb 2020 
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 Class Name 

Prep A Jason B 

Prep B Nathan M 

Prep C Mila B 

Prep D Kaeden G 

Prep E Cianna E 

Prep F Willow H 

Prep G Harley V 

Prep H Thomas R 

1A Alexis M 

1B Macey E 

1C Khylan W 

1D Kobi M 

1E Dallas R 

1F Juliana I 

1G Thomas G 

2A Willow R 

2B Joel S 

2C Sienna C 

2D Hayley K 

2E Ryder B 

2F Logan W 

3A Maria D 

3B Jaxon A 

3C Isabelle B 

3D Isabelle W 

3E Reid H 

Class Name 

3F Helia B 

4A Ben G 

4B Tate D 

4C Cooper W 

4D Yuki D 

4E Mikayla A 

4F Mia H 

5A Idianna P 

5B  

5C  

5D Lachlan S 

5E Luke D 

6A Jye B 

6B Taelan C 

6C Joseph M 

6D Blake S 

6E  

6F  

OSHC  

PERFORMING ARTS  

READING ENRICHMENT Oscar P 

CHINESE Phillip N 

STRIVE—SNR Nichola G 

STRIVE—JNR Ryan H 



Student of the Week 28th FEB 2020 
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 Class Name 

Prep A Jasmine M 

Prep B Eva B 

Prep C Mila B 

Prep D Winnie W 

Prep E Emerson S 

Prep F Evie P 

Prep G Gabriel M 

Prep H Mitchell H 

1A Heide V 

1B  

1C Mia D 

1D Oliver H 

1E Jayden V 

1F Owen W 

1G Abby V 

2A Kaela M 

2B Nirinjana K 

2C Holly M 

2D Mia B 

2E Holly C 

2F Maple R 

3A Olivia L 

3B Helena B 

3C Ivy N 

3D Jett T 

3E Tamryn M 

Class Name 

3F Mitchell M 

4A Ryan S 

4B  

4C Grace  T 

4D Hayden C 

4E Ava R 

4F Hassan K 

5A 5A 

5B  

5C Oliver P 

5D Kayla A 

5E  

6A Kaylee T 

6B Jasmine F 

6C Summer J 

6D Jayda S 

6E Bohdi M 

6F Ava M 

OSHC  

PERFORMING ARTS  

VISUAL ART  

CHINESE Lachlan W 

YCDI Sienna M 

READING ENRICHMENT Aysha T 
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